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(7) Developing and maintaining tribal 
management systems; 

(8) Participating in transportation 
planning and other transportation re-
lated meetings; 

(9) Performing transportation plan-
ning for operational and maintenance 
facilities; 

(10) Developing IRR Program budgets 
including transportation planning cost 
estimates; 

(11) Conducting special transpor-
tation studies, as appropriate; 

(12) Researching rights-of-way docu-
ments for project planning; and 

(13) Performing preliminary project 
planning. 

§ 170.403 What IRR Program funds can 
be used for transportation plan-
ning? 

Funds as defined in 23 U.S.C. 204(j) 
are specifically reserved for a tribal 
government’s transportation planning. 
Tribes may also identify transpor-
tation planning as a priority in their 
tribal priority list or TTIP and request 
the use of up to 100 percent of their 
IRR Program construction funds for 
transportation planning. 

§ 170.404 What happens when a tribe 
uses its IRR Program construction 
funds for transportation planning? 

In order for IRR Program construc-
tion funds to be concentrated on the 
projects within the inventory, a tribe 
may use up to $35,000 or 5 percent of its 
IRR Program construction funds, 
whichever is greater, for transpor-
tation planning. If a tribe exceeds this 
threshold, BIA will subtract the 
amount over the threshold from the 
tribe’s CTC for the following year. 

§ 170.405 Can tribal transportation 
planning funds be used for road 
construction and other projects? 

Yes, any tribe can request to have its 
planning funds as defined in 23 U.S.C. 
204(j) transferred into construction 
funds for use on any eligible and ap-
proved IRR project. (Also see § 170.407.) 

§ 170.406 How must tribes use plan-
ning funds? 

(a) IRR Program funds as defined in 
23 U.S.C. 204(j) are only available upon 
request of a tribal government and ap-
proved by the BIA Regional Office. 

These funds support development and 
implementation of tribal transpor-
tation planning and associated strate-
gies for identifying transportation 
needs, including: 

(1) Attending transportation plan-
ning meetings; 

(2) Pursuing other sources of funds; 
and 

(3) Developing the tribal priority list 
or any of the transportation functions/ 
activities as defined in the FHWA IRR 
Program Transportation Planning Pro-
cedures and Guidelines (TPPG) or list-
ed in § 170.402. 

(b) A tribe may ask the BIA regional 
office to enter into a self-determina-
tion contract or self-governance agree-
ment for transportation planning ac-
tivities and functions under ISDEAA or 
it may request a travel authorization 
to attend transportation planning 
functions and related activities using 
these funds. (See appendix A of subpart 
B for use of IRR Program Funds.) 

§ 170.407 What happens to unobligated 
planning funds? 

Once all tribal governments’ requests 
for tribal transportation planning 
funds have been satisfied for a given 
fiscal year or no later than August 15, 
the BIA regional office may use the re-
maining funds for construction after 
consultation with the affected tribal 
governments. 

LONG-RANGE TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING 

§ 170.410 What is the purpose of tribal 
long-range transportation plan-
ning? 

(a) The purpose of long-range trans-
portation planning is to clearly dem-
onstrate a tribe’s transportation needs 
and to fulfill tribal goals by developing 
strategies to meet these needs. These 
strategies should address future land 
use, economic development, traffic de-
mand, public safety, and health and so-
cial needs. 

(b) The time horizon for long-range 
transportation planning should be 20 
years to match state transportation 
planning horizons. A tribe may develop 
a long-range transportation plan under 
ISDEAA or may ask BIA to develop the 
plan on the tribe’s behalf. 
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